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Entrepreneur Resources: A guide to the entrepreneurial resource map in Upstate
New York

Upstate Capital shares an overview of resources available to current and aspiring
entrepreneurs in New York, including incubators/accelerators, hotspots, funding
sources, and network-building opportunities.

Connecting to the Ecosystem:

Upstate Capital: Upcoming Events >>

A network of entrepreneurs, capital providers/investors, service providers, professional
advisors, and ecosystem support professionals and the nexus for innovation,
entrepreneurship, and investment in Upstate New York.

Contact President and CEO - Shelby Schneider, shelby@upstatecapital.org

Invest NY: Claim your profile >>

The open-source software platform is designed to track and visualize innovation
ecosystem information including organizations and programs, startups and corporate
businesses, venture capital investment activity, and open job opportunities. The platform
offers free access to real-time data and insights improving accessibility, storytelling, and
data-driven decision-making.

Contact: Senior Director of Program Management - Thomas Boomhower,
thomas@upstatecapital.org

Upstate Venture Connect: https://uvc.org/

Founded in 2010, Upstate Venture Connect (UVC) provides thought-leadership,
intelligence, and network-building opportunities for entrepreneurs in Upstate NY.
Contact: Startup Community Advocate, Anton Bogdanov, anton@uvc.org
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Programs: Empire State Development

New York Ventures: hitps://esd.ny.gov/venture-capital

New York Ventures supports high-growth companies and their partners to use
technology to solve important challenges in areas of strategic interest and importance
Contact: Director, Pre-Seed & Seed Fund, Josh Nelson, joshua.nelson@esd.ny.gov
Contact: Director, Innovation Venture Fund, Zachary Pecenak,
Zachary.Pecenak@esd.ny.gov

Empire State Development's Division of Science, Technology and Innovation
(NYSTAR): https://esd.ny.gov/innovation-development-support
https://esd.ny.gov/accelerators-competitions

New York State offers resources designed to enable new and existing businesses to
become more competitive through the use of innovative technologies.

Contact: Senior Program Manager, Entrepreneurship Acceleration,
Toby.Garcia@esd.ny.gov

Launch NY:

Launch NY:https://launchny.org/

Launch NY is a nonprofit that helps startups across Upstate New York grow by offering
free mentoring from experienced Entrepreneurs-in-Residence and access to early-stage
seed funding. Whether you're just getting started or looking to raise your first round,
Launch NY is designed to help you get investor-ready and build momentum.

Contact: Program Manger, Cassie Malough, cmalough@launchny.org

Accelerators + Incubators + Hotspots

Business Incubator Association of New York (BIANYS): https://www.bianys.com/
This network of dedicated leaders works tirelessly to foster a dynamic, diverse, creative,
and successful startup ecosystem spanning all corners of the state.

Contact: Deputy Director, Kim Grant, admin@bianys.com

FuzeHub: hitps://fuzehub.com/

FuzeHub is the go-to resource for startup, small, and mid-size manufacturers and
technology companies in New York State.

Competition: The FuzeHub Commercialization Competition helps small manufacturing
and technology companies further develop their prototype as they move from new
product/production method to marketplace.

Contact: Innovation Fund Manager, Patty Rechberger, patty@fuzehub.com
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Nextcorps: hitps://nextcorps.org/ (Finger Lakes Innovation Hotspot)

NextCorps is a non-profit helping innovative technology companies launch and grow.
Competition: Luminate is an accelerator and investment fund that awards $3 million
annually to 10 companies from around the world that are developing emerging solutions
in almost every industry. https://luminate.org/

Contact: President, Jim Senall, james.senall@nextcorps.org

Inspyre Tech Hub :https://inspyrehub.com/(Central NY Innovation Hotspot)
CenterState CEO's Inspyre Tech Hub Central New York's premier technology incubator
founded with a mission to convene and support the local startup community.
Competition: GENIUS NY is a $3 million business accelerator in Syracuse, NY focused
on uncrewed aerial systems, robotics and big data startups. https://geniusny.com/
Contact their team here: https://inspyrehub.com/about/

Grow-NY: https://www.grow-ny.com/

Grow-NY is a business competition focused on growing an enduring food and
agriculture innovation cluster in the Grow-NY region.

Contact: grow-ny@cornell.edu

43North: https://43north.org/
43North runs an accelerator program and invests $5M annually into high-growth

companies in Buffalo, NY.
Contact: Manager of Investor Relations & Partnerships, Arden Sorge,
arden@43north.org

Hudson Valley Venture Hub:
https://www.newpaltz.edu/schoolofbusiness/hvventurehub/

(Hudson Valley Innovation Hotspot)

The Hudson Valley Venture Hub both connects businesses to existing regional
organizations and services - as well as provides direct, and highly individualized
incubation services to select startups and existing companies with the potential to reach
larger scale commercialization of their products and services.

Contact: backhauk@newpaltz.edu
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Innovate 518: https://www.innovate518.com/ (Capital Region Innovation Hotspot)
Innovate 518 is committed to help drive startups and researchers to the tools they need
to develop and commercialize their innovative technologies in the New York State
Capital Region.

Contact: Director of Economic Development at University at Albany, SUNY, Maria
Pidgeon, mpidgeon2@albany.edu

New York City Innovation Hot Spot: https://www.nycinnovationhotspot.org/

The NYC Innovation Hot Spot provides business incubator services to qualified entities
to facilitate company growth and encourage job creation.

Contact: Director, Ariella Trotsenko, ariella.trotsenko@cuny.edu

WIN: WNY Incubator Network: hitps://www.wnyincubators.com/ (Western NY
Innovation Hotspot)

WIN is a collaborative effort of business incubators to expand entrepreneurial services,
help startups, and grow wealth in the region.

Contact: General Manager, UB Business & Entrepreneur Partnerships, Thomas
Murdock, murdock2@buffalo.edu

Accelerate Long Island: http://www.accelerateli.org/ (Long island Innovation Hotspot)
Accelerate Long Island is a unique collaboration among Long Island’s world class
research institutions and its business community to commercialize research and create
an entrepreneurial ecosystem.

Contact: Program Director, Dan Lloyd, dlloyd@accelerateli.org

ThINCubator: https://thincubator.co/ (Mohawk Valley Innovation Hotspot)

MVCC’s thINCubator is the Mohawk Valley’s hub for Entrepreneurship providing new
and existing entrepreneurs the guidance and programs they need to turn their ideas into
businesses.

Contact: Director, Ryan Miller, ryan@thincubator.co

Southern Tier Startup Alliance: https://www.ststartup.com/ (ST Innovation Hotspot)
The Southern Tier Startup Alliance (STSA) leverages the contributions of incubators
and existing entrepreneurial resources in the region, and creates support services
where none currently exist.

Contact: Entrepreneur in Residence, Ken Rother, ksr77@cornell.edu



https://www.innovate518.com/
mailto:mpidgeon2@albany.edu
https://www.nycinnovationhotspot.org/
mailto:ariella.trotsenko@cuny.edu
https://www.wnyincubators.com/
mailto:murdock2@buffalo.edu
http://www.accelerateli.org/
mailto:dlloyd@accelerateli.org
https://thincubator.co/
mailto:ryan@thincubator.co
https://www.ststartup.com/
mailto:ksr77@cornell.edu

Shipley Center for Innovation:
https://www.clarkson.edu/academics/research/labs-centers/shipley (North Country
Innovation Hotspot)

Through a collaborative, hands-on process, the Shipley Center provides inventors and
entrepreneurs with the resources and expertise needed to fully commercialize their
products and launch successful new businesses.

Contact: Director, Jamey Hoose, jhoose@clarkson.edu

Legal Resources:

NYS Science and Technology Law Center: htips://nysstic.syr.edu/

An organization dedicated to providing legal research, education, and information to
help commercialize new technologies from lab to market.

Contact: Managing Director, Molly Zimmermann, mzimme01@syr.edu

Edward P. Swyer Justice Center at Albany Law School
https://www.albanylaw.edu/justicecenter/community-economic-development-clinic

The Justice Center’s Community Economic Development Clinic provides free legal
services to entrepreneurs, startups, and nonprofits, assisting with business formation,
governance, contracts, and intellectual property. It leverages law students and
public-private partnerships to strengthen access to justice and support regional
economic development.

Cornell Entrepreneurship Law Clinic
https://www.lawschool.cornell.edu/academics/experiential-learning/clinical-program/

Cornell’s clinic supports early-stage entrepreneurs in the Ithaca area by offering free
legal guidance on foundational business matters such as entity formation, equity
distribution, hiring, contracts, and IP protection. The clinic helps startups build a strong
legal foundation before they are ready to hire private counsel.

Hofstra Law School - Community and Economic Development Clinic
https://law.hofstra.edu/clinics/community-and-economic-development-clinic/

Hofstra’s clinic delivers transactional legal services to small businesses, nonprofits, and
community organizations, focusing on economic empowerment and neighborhood
revitalization. Entrepreneurs receive assistance with incorporation, tax exemption,
leasing, and governance matters.
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University at Buffalo School of Law — Entrepreneurship Law Center Clinic
https://www.law.buffalo.edu/beyond/clinics/entrepreneurship-law-center-clinic.html

This clinic provides legal support to startups and small businesses across Western New
York, helping with entity formation, IP protection, and contracts. Law students work
under faculty supervision to deliver high-quality services that foster innovation and job
creation.

Fordham Law School — Entrepreneurial Law Clinic
https://www.fordham.edu/school-of-law/experiential-education/clinics/entrepreneurial-law/client-i
nformation/

Fordham'’s clinic serves social enterprises and low- to moderate-income entrepreneurs
by offering free legal assistance with incorporation, nonprofit status, contracts, and IP.
The program emphasizes sustainable economic development and access to justice in
underserved communities.

Brooklyn Law School - Incubator & Policy (BLIP) Clinic
https://www.brooklaw.edu/academics/clinics-and-externships/in-house-clinics/blip/

BLIP supports tech-driven startups and emerging ventures with services including
incorporation, |IP protection, licensing agreements, and litigation support. It specializes
in legal challenges related to internet, media, and communications innovations.

Columbia Law School — Entrepreneurship and Community Development Clinic
https://www.law.columbia.edu/academics/experiential/clinics/entrepreneurship-and-community-d
evelopment-clinic

Columbia’s clinic offers transactional legal assistance to small businesses, nonprofits,
and community-based organizations in underserved areas. Law students help clients
navigate business formation, contracts, regulatory issues, and strategic development to
promote inclusive economic growth.
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